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1. Status and Strength of the Communist Party of Brazil

The Communist Party of Brasil {PCHB}, until recently the
largest Communist organization in the Western Hemisphare, was
shaken to its foundations by dissension in the wake of the 20th
CPEU Congress and the Hungarian revolt in 1956. Withia the
PCB, reaction to these evants resulted in considerable defections
at all Purty levels and the establishment in May 1957 of a signi-
ficant dissident Communist movement.

Since Augast 1957 the PCB has begun to regroup its forces
and has made 8 concerted bid to regain legal status. Although
the PCH has been cutiawed since 1947, only sporadic efforts have
een made to suppress it. The Communist press circulates
freely in all major cities and Communists have heavily infiltrated
wrganized labor. The Communists' most effective appeal has been
directed toward the strong sense of nationalism prevaleat in ail
social sectors and toward the aspirations of the lower middle
elass and urban labor. Although the PCB cannot register candi-
dates for public office on its owa ticket, itis usually active in
both local and national politics. PCB estimated membership is
30, 000 - 40, 000. '

1. Party Units ‘kts _lib‘la for Sabotage, Assassination,

Flying squads aad armed pickets consisting of Communist
and non-Communist 1abor elements led by Communist teaders of
the Inter-trade Union Alliance for Wage Increases and against
the High Cost of Living, were active in the Sao Paulo strikes of
October 1957. _

fii. Sabotage Training Given within Brasil

Training in “covert" sabotage was given informally in Com-
munist base organizations {cells) of large factories in 1957.
{For definition of "covert" sabotage, see pars. ¥, below.)
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Detailed PCH inatruction books pertaining to sabotage, the
manuiacture of explosives, and the development of demonstra-
Hiens into acte of more offensive nature were confiscated by
Brazilian suthorities in early 1956,

IV. Sabetage Trainin Ginn Brazilian Communists in

ia view of the very dotailed PCB instruction bulleting per-
teining to the theory and practice of violent nﬁm-—-nhaatap.
terrorism and guerrilla warfare--it sesms guite probahle that
selected PCB leaders bave been trained in Communist Bloc
souniries. Because of the empbasis on viclence and warfare
in rural areas, it sesms possible that such training was

regeived in China, but there is no solid evidence to support
this,

Cne #tumtn Communist attended a series of lectures on
gaerrilla wariare at a training school in the Soviet Union in 1957,

¥. tage, Assassination, Kidnapping, Terrorist Missions

At the time of disruptive student demonstrations in
Rio de Janeiro in December 1950, effigies of President
Truman and Uncle Sam were burned,

The PCB is to blame the U.8. in its press for ajl
sabotage incidents which the PCB undertakes, according to
& report of February 1957,

b. Other Sabotage Targets

Brasilian railroads were PCB sadotage objectives in
3950 und 1981.

Police were attacked by Communist-led demonstrators
who exploited & Christmas bonue issue in December 1950,
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Industrial sabotage was committed in 1951 and fn 1957.
In 1957 Party members in factories were taught that "covert”
sabotage was 10 be carried out at any time. This fucluded
the dumaging of factory machinery, slowdown tachxdaquas and
circumvention of erders of supervisors.

h:im dumage to dock areas where there were oﬂ.
es was caused by arson in January 1957. The body of

& young Communist believed to have accomplished this act
was found later in the area. In his pockets were matches and
gas-soaked rags. It is not known whether this was done at
PCPH orders or at the initiative of the young Communiast.
Police believed that two other incidents invelving oil were
rﬂm& ia Ma one; mm:ly. the yurﬁal dutmcﬁon of the

Many non-Communist workers were injured and extensive
damaage to property was iaflicted during strikes in Sae Paulo
in October 1957, Also at this time 2 small group of Com-
munists attacked a cartridge and munitions factory and a
nearby arms factory. Police thwarted these PCB attempts to
esine weapons.

YI. Evidence of Direction and Support from the USSR, China or
r Lommunist Country

There is some evidence that PCB members have received
iraining in sabotage and other forms of violent action in Communist
Bloc countries, as indicated above.

n' w,'p; '7

In view of the PCB's need to win broader support, it is doubtful
that the Party will engage in widespread disruptive action unless
PCB slements can act within other {(nen-Communist) groups.
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